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Types of Testing Peformed



Equipment/Facilities

9 LRNs have ABI 7500 FAST
10 LRNs have Bio-Plex
10 LRNs have BSL-3 facilities
1 new BSL-3 facility to be added in 
Laredo (renovations currently 
underway)

2003 - 10 LRNs; 9 PCR capabilities; 3 
BSL-3



Specimens By the Numbers

94 Samples received for testing
– 45 Environmental
– 49 Clinical
– 7 Positive for Brucella spp.
– 2 Positive for Francisella tularensis
– 1 Positive for Clostridium botulinum type B

2003 – 54 Samples



Networking

103 Interactions 
– Law Enforcement
– First Responders
– HazMat Teams
– Military
– Emergency Management
– Clinical, Environmental, and Veterinary 

laboratory personnel



Training Provided
29 Trainings offered
– 227 Participants
– Rule-out testing
– Chemical threat
– Packaging and shipping 
– Pandemic influenza
2003 – 35 trainings, 231 participants



Training Received

49 Trainings attended by LRN laboratory 
personnel
– ABI 7500 FAST PCR system
– Bio-Plex multi-agent testing
– Conventional and Rapid Methods
– BSL-3 
– DIG-ELISA for C. botulinum typing
2003 – 11 Trainings attended



Exercises

37 Exercises
– Pandemic Influenza
– Packaging and Shipping
– BDS
– Call-down drills
2003 – 15 Exercises



Future Directions

9 LRNs capable of H5 influenza testing; 
increase testing for H1, H3, and H7
Bring more LRNs into seasonal 
surveillance testing fold
DIG-ELISA for C. botulinum typing



Questions

Contact Information:
Grace Kubin
Grace.Kubin@DSHS.state.tx.us
Office:  512-458-7552
Cell:  512-634-6727
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